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THE MARKET FOR FARM PRODUCTS IN NORTHWESTERN QUEBEC 


oe 


The purpose of this survey was to determine the sources of supplies 
of farm products consumed in Northwestern Quebec, the quantity of such 
products marketed, and the agencies through which they were handled. The 
objective was to determine whether it is possible for the settlers in the 
Clay Belt, in the vicinity of Rouyn, Noranda, Val d'Or, LaSarre, and Amos, 
to make better use of the markets at their door. 


The le-month period immediately preceding the commencement of the 
field work was selected for analysis: this was July 1941 to June 1942. A 
Similar study had been done in the adjacent Ontario Gold Belt = Kirkland 
Lake and Porcupine Camps, for the previous year, July 1940 to June 1941. 
To a considerable extent the same Dominion .personnel worked in both, with 
representatives of the respective provincial departments of agriculture. 


The volume and value of each principal farm product, both shipped 
in and locally produced, arriving in each month of the year has been de- 
termined. In addition to products which could literally be termed "farm" - 
fruits, vegetables, eggs, hay, etc., - account was taken of certain products 
having undergone some processing. Examples are canned and powdered milk, 
butter, meat and other packing house products, and mixed grains. 


Local production received particular attention. Most of the farmers 
regularly marketing in each centre were questioned as to seasonal volume and 
price. Those who sold milk only were not individually questioned except 
when they were the distributors of their own milk. Otherwise, the volume 
was apparent from intormation furnished by commercial distributors, usually 
operators of pasteurizing plants. 


Rouyn and Amos had public markets, and marketing through dealers 
and from door to door took place in other towns. The volume was a rather 
small proportion of total consumption. 


The field work of this’ survey was carried out in the summer of 
1942, Data was obtained in Rouyn, Noranda, Duparquet, Malartic, Val d’Or, 
Bourlamaque, Sullivan, Amos, Makamik, LaSarre, and other centres in the area, 
and also in Toronto, Gravenhurst, New Liskeard, and Cochrane in Ontario, 
and in Montreal. 


The receiving records of railway freight and express offices were 
abstracted. The records of various wholesalers and distributors, both 
private and cooperative, were examined. Trucking information was obtained 
from the inspection station at Gravenhurst and from those engaged in truck- 
ing agricultural products into the area. i 


itt 


The grouping of the data to represent three areas, Rouyn-Noranda, 
Val d°Or and LaSarre-Amos, was to some extent arbitrary. LaSarre and Amos 
are quite distin:+ markets, but each is small and their conditions and 
problems are similar, so they are treated as a single unit. Rouyn and 
Noranda and their satellite settlements are a natural unity, as are also 
Val d’Or, Bourlamaque, Malartic, and nearby mining camps. In this study 
referenceg to either LaSarre or Amos usually refer to both; either Rouyn or 
Noranda signifies, as a rule, the twin towns and environs; Val d’Or is used 
throughout for the market area of that town, embracing several other incor- 
porated and unincorporated towns. 


Description of Area 


The area studied in this market survey is northwestern Quebec ex- 
tending easterly from the Ontario boundary some 75 miles along and to the 
south of the Transcontinental railway. Most of the settled part of Abitibi 
‘county and the northern edge of Temiscamingue county are involved. | The 
area includes all the gold mines in Quebec as well as the Noranda copper-gold 
mine and three or four similar smaller base metal mines. The towns and 
areas which have mining as their main industry had a population of about 
40,000 in 1941, as follows: | ) 


Table 1.-Population of Towns arid Townships in Northwestern Quebec. 


OI EE A ES so ee SS a 


Rouyn-Noranda area 1941 1931 
Rouyn town 8,808 3225 
Noranda town y STGn 2, 246 
Duparquet town 1,384 (x) 
Cadillac village 989 (x) 
Beauchastel twp. Shieh iif 72 
Clerisy twp. 2,193 19 
Rouyn twp. 1,560 300 
Cadillac twp. oe 54 
Destor twp. 828 ST 
Total 23, 884 ee 
Val d'Or area 
Val d'Or town 4385 (x) 
Malartic town. 2,895 - 9 (8) 
Bourlamaque town L, DAS (x} 
Malartic twp. 1,347 af 
Dubuisson twp. 1, 34s L139 
Pascalis twp. 1,059 A. 
Varsan twp. 900 63 
Total 13,445 BNO 
Other townships in mining areas 2545 232 
Sub-total, mining areas 39,874 6.575 


1941 1931 


LaSarre-Amos area 


LaSarre village 2, hA7 Ox) 
Amos town 2,862 oT te 
Makamik village 645 821 
LaSarre Parish 1,297 2,498 


Desmeloizes twp. 3,617 BUTYO 
Total 10 , 588 8,182 
Grand total, survey area 50,462 14,757 


(x) Not incorporated. 


The same towns and townships had 6,575 population in 1931. 


In addition we studied the towns of LaSarre and Amos, which are 
distributing centres for the farming areas of the Clay Belt which is conti- 
guous to the Gold Belt or mining area to the north of the latter, The pop- 
ulation of these towns and their environs in the 1941 census totalled 
10 ,600 . Thus over 50,000 people provided the market for many of ‘the’ eommo - 
dities of which receipts are summarized in this report. A third leading 
industry of the area exists in the territory to the immediate south in the 
upper Ottawa river valley, known locally as the Quinze river; this is the 
cutting of pulp wood and perhaps also some lumbering. Noranda has the local 
head office of Canadian International Paper Co., the main operator. 


In 1941 Quebec mines produced about 20 per cent of Canadian gold 
production, and the following year the provinces production increased slightly 
against a decline for Canada. The respective provincial totals were 1,089,000 
oz. and 1,092,000 oz. It was only in the latter part of 1942, after the end 
of the period covered by this survey, that by reason of manpower shortage 
production in Quebec mines declined, The census was fortuitously taken less 
than a month previous to the commencement of the survey year. 


Some 29 straight gold mines produced 75 per cent of this gold, and 
Noranda and 4 or 5 other base metal mines produced 25 per sent. The latter 
produced an undisclosed (in wartime) quantity of copper, zin:, lead and other 
strategic metals. Pre-war copper production was atove 40,000 tons a year 
The 29 gold mines and 4 or 5 copper-gold mines operating at the time of .the 
survey had 8,029 employees in. 1941 and 7,650 in 1942, Wages of $14,452,000, 
an average of $1,800 per man, were paid in 1941. In 1942 the respecting 
figures were $14,936,000 and $1,991. 


Besides mining, agriculture, and forest industries, other industries 
of the area included transportation and distribution. Rouyn-Noranda, con 
tiguous towns with a total population of 14,000 are the focal point of 
railways and highways. The C.N.R. enters the towns by lines from east and 
north, and the T. and N. Q. comes in from the west. The first of these 
lines gives access from Quebec and Montreal, the second from western Canada, 


BAe 


and the third from Toronto, Montreal, Northern Ontario, and western Canada. 
They all connect points TH bhe area with each other, as do various highways 
and bus routes. (Rouyn-Noranda is a terminus for passenger and freight trains 
on all lines. Through trains, with sleeping cars, operate from Toronto, 
Ottawa, Montreal and Quebec. 


/ The first railway, the 44-mile C. N. line from the Transcontinental 
railway—' to the north, was built in 1926, giving Noranda access to everywhere. 
The following year the Nipissing Central R@ilway, now T. and N. 0., was com- 
pleted to Rouyn from the Ontario border to the west. Bhe C. N. R. short line 
from Senneterre through the heart of the Quebec Gold Belt to Noranda was 

buttt a decade “later: 


Mining activity, in the prospect stage in the first decade of the 
20th century, really commenced with the staking of the claims for the Noranda 
mine by Edward Horne in 1920. The company produced its first copper in 1927 
in its own smelter. Rouyn and Noranda became towns in 1926. 


Val d'Or was founded. in 1934, and developed, as Rouyn had, from 
a mushroom pioneer town to a substantial centre in a very few years. Malartic, 
between Rouyn and Val d Or, came still later. Agencies distributing farm 
products are concentrated mainly in Rouyn-Noranda and Val d'Or in the mining 
area, and in LaSarre and Amos in the Clay Belt. 


LaSarre and Amos each had passed the first quarter century of 
their history at the time of the survey. Their origin, shortly after the 
building of the Transcontinental railway, was entirely independent of mining 
or mineral exploration, and their subsequent development has only indirectly 
reflected this. It might be mentioned that Amos had, between 1931 and 1941, 
a population much greater than in either census year. For a brief time it 
had a thriving existence as the transfer point between rail and water trans- 
port while the Val d'Or camp was being developed. The Harricana River pro- 
vided a satisfactory water route for through freight and passenger vessels 
from Amos station to a point on Lac Montigny very close to Val d'Or. This 
transshipment became unnecessary and Amos subsided into a quiet agricultural 
centre after the building of the Senneterre-Noranda branch railway. At about 
the same time air transport, which had operated from Montreal and Toronto to 
Rouyn and Val d'Or, disappeared. 


General Analysis of Marketing of Agricultural Products 


a Se a Sos sere ee een a ee 


fa The Quebec Gold Belt. 
OTe. ae Naas: 


Some 49,000 tons of farm produce valued at $4,820,000 were con- 
sumed in the markets of northwestern Quebec during the year of the survey 
(tables 2 and 20). Twenty-three per cent of the) tonnage, 11,000 tons, was 


ly This Winnipeg-Quebec line, serving LaSarre and Amos, was built in 1913, 
as a transcontinental and to tap the potential agricultural area, but 
with no knowledge of mineral wealth. 
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locally produced and the rest was shipped in. The local produce, being 
mostly hay, milk, and pot ratoes, was worth an average of only $70. per ton as 


against about $107 for shipped - ‘in produce, which included higher proportions 


of fruits, meats, and processed dairy products. 
Sources 

The main area of supply on the basis of both tonnage and value 
was the Prairie Provinces. From those western provinces came 44 per cent of 
total tonnage, including large proportions of the receipts of grains, meats, 
horses, eggs, and butter. Besides about 500 cars of grain, prairie shippers 
forwarded some 300 cars of meats and packing house produce, 50 cars of 
horses, 29 cars of hay,..and LO cars of. potatoes. 


Old Quebe: supplied about 5,500 tons of produce, 
the total. Over half of the total was hay, about 300 cars, which accounts 
for the greater. value of a less tonnage from southern Ontario. Some 4,000 
tons from Ontario south of North Bay cost an average of about $160 per ton, 
whereas the composite average for southern Quebec was about $60. 


BES per’ cent or 


Northern Ontario, the companion pioneer area to the west, supplied 
slightly less tonnage than did the Maritime Provinces and slightly more than 
did the United States. The gross value of Northern Ontario produce, 
principally milk, ice cream and cream, was greater than that of Maritime 
shipments, mostly potatoes, and less than U. S. produce, heavy in fruit. 


Table 2.-Receipts of Farm Products at Northwestern Quebec Markets, 


July 1941 - June 1942. 
af eet “Weight Ser a Ort Vaiate tat BS ee Metab 
ely fe From :North- ; ¢ From o<:North= value 
sNorth- swestern: ‘North- 3westernzas pro= 
Commodi. ty Total :western: Quebec Total 2westernm Quebec portion 
group ellis . Lo sQuebec { pro- sof all 
LION ah th RE oe #8 Sportions aie sportiont receipts 
ions ‘Tons % $ $ 
Vegetables 2,414 ELTuos Gu 203), 225an 0,973 49 46 
Testi 219 5038 ah. 15S’, Gl2eT 89h 1398 toe 328 3.3 
Fruits 3, 029 % # 366,705 OT, # 7.6 
Meats +, O42 492 12.2 13422,955 156,908) 411.0 29.6 
Fggs 678 Ber nerBs 3 304,257 24,999 £32 6.3 
Dairy Products OMEN BTC Sane Sh One Weopsy~E- £9,189) 103 les 26.9 
Honey 28 * me) 1,507 70 &9 ef 
Hay 1.03399! ThGy026 758.0 240,649. 136,294 56.6 5.0 
Grains 17,073 LDY, 9 632,655 7, 028 142 3a 
Livestock {009 41296 al m= 165,852 (89s seberk ore 
Total iB 882 Tia SEBs1 2388 819 805 784,209. 16.3._100.0 
* Less than 1,000 pounds: 
# less than .05 per cent 


ea. me 


From British Columbia came some 25 cars of apples and some vegetables, the 
total value of which was about 1 per cent of the total. 


© 


Transportation 


The importance of the West as supplier of farm products to these 
mining towns and colonization centres is tied up with the geographical setting 
of the area on the route between western and eastern Canada. Railways are so 
Situated that routes are rather direct, and freight rates are favourable for 
diverting goods from the large flow constantly moving eastward to large 
eastern centres. Prices of many types of produce generally rule higher at 
Toronto and Montreal than at Winnipeg. When possible, northern distributors 
avoided the virtual back haul from the south of goods of types regularly 
shipped from the west - grains, meats, eggs, butter, apples, horses, etc. 


The Temiskaming and Northern Ontario Railway offered a stop-off 
and partial unload service of considerable value to dealers in a territory 
such as the Ontario-Quebec gold belt, where distributing centres are in no 
instance particularly large For a small fee a car might be stopped for 
unloading at as many as three T. & N. Q. stations on the direct line between 
origin and destination, even though the terminal points were beyond T. & N. Q. 
Line The privilege was much used by dealers in fresh fruits and vegetables, 
meats, and grains A similar effe:+ was obtained on Canadian National line 
by a -ombination of carload and package rates for "“peddler" cars, those which 
unioaded meat, especially, at several stations along the line of route. 
Both devices permitted a larger number of smaller stations to receive direct 
shipments from producing or processing points, with less local trucking to 
find customers. Still» another useful service was the iced or heated bi-weekly 
‘ars from Toronto to Rouyn of the Muirhead Forwarding Co, Shippers of less 
than sarload quantities paid rates intermediate between 1.c.1. and carload 
and obtained temperature protection, Express rates on perishable traffic 
from, producing areas io southern Ontario to northern Quebe« and Ontario 
were low Both C N. and ©. P. Express: companies served the area over 
T. andoN. Os Railway line 


Roads were very good within and to the district, and highway communi- 
cation between all parts of the area was possible over a'network of provincial 
highways. From distant points, access to North Bay and south was possible 
yia a road from Rouyn +o New Liskeard and south, and also via Kirkland Lake. 
At the lather point the Trans-Canada highway is met for communication to 
Northern Ontario and western Canada. These roads south and west from Rouyn 
are 10 years old or more A more recent facility was the highway from Val 
d Or to Mont Laurier and Montreal, with branch to Ottawa. Busses ran over 
most of these routes, and throughout the area. Trucks operated from Toronto 
bringing a -onsiderable volume of fruits and vegetables From Montreal a 
much less volume of produce arrived by truck, probably because of the recent 
opening of the road, its relatively low proportion of pavement, and the con- 
siderable grades encountered over a large part of if The completion of the 
highway connestion' to'Port Arthur and the Prairies came after the close of 
bhis survey. 
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From all main outside areas of supply,including Northern Ontario, 
rail traffic was heavier than truck traffic. The vast bulk of the tonnage 
moved by freight, but express service was important for certain fruits and 
vegetables, eggs and butter arriving from the south.. 


FRUITS AND VEGETABLES 


The wholesaling of fruits and vegetables was carried on only in 
Noranda and Val d'Or. All points on the Transcontinsntal were served by the 
same merchants by truck delivery, except occasionally when a car of tomatoes 
or mixed produce was sold in advance of arrival and shipped direct to La 
Sarre or Amos to supply regular customers with fresher produce at somewhat 
more favourable prices than usual. The chain type of business dominated this 
field. In Noranda and Val d Or there are branches of a house having outlets 
in all parts of Northern Ontario. Another house in Noranda was independent 
throughout most of the 12 months covered by the survey, but was absorbed in 
1942 by a Montreal firm already represented in Val d'Or. In the latter town 
there was also an independent dealer. The retail grocery chains brought in 
considerable of their own fruit and vegetables in cars and small lots shipped 
out of Toronto. A few truckers did their own merchandising, particularly in 
Noranda and Duparquet, mining towns between Noranda and La Sarre. 


War restrictions on trucking were not in effect at the time of) 
the survey, and much of the produce arrived by highway from Toronto. In 
addition, railway freight moved the bulk of the traffic from Toronto and all 
that was assembled in Montreal and North Bay. Imported shipments came in 
mixed cars from these three centres and direct from producing areas in Texas 
and California. Direct movement, except of oranges, was not prevalent 
however, as these markets seem just too small to absorb full or half cars 
of a single commodity. 


Table 3.-Fruits: Receipts at Northwestern Quebec Markets July 1941-June 1942. 


= _ Weight é : Value 

Commodity 3 Pounds : TAPerigenvs %s § 2) Percent 
Apples 2,319,192 38.2 111,665 30.8 
Oranges 1,560 , 946 LES LO Cre 29.3 
Bananas 753,741 12.4 48 846 tS. 
Grapes 428 ,275 "fara. 30 ,241 8.2 
Peaches 3353, US 5 i SESS sit, 
Grapefruit 162 ,430 BF 10 ,028 FT 
Lemons 111,790 1.9 99353 Pi 555 
Strawberries 58 , 484 ay, G 8,925 2.4 
Plums 132,656 22 8,610 P23 
Pears 125 ,500 2 8,402 2.3 
Cherries OS O51 4 FLOW 9 
Cranberries 12,424 2 2,061 fe 
Others ; 82370 an Se ee 6 

Total 6,050,572 100.0 366 , 705 100.0 
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A tariff provision peculiar to the Temiskaming and Northern Ont- 
avio Railway was a 10,000 pound minimum (instead of 21,000 pounds or more on 
other lines) on mixed fruit and vegetable cars out of North Bay. Since two 
houses with branches throughout the North, only one in Quebec however, were 
situated in North Bay, the Low minimum had proven a considerable boon to 
northern consumers, and to the wholesalers over the years, Solid cars of 
lettuce and citrus fruits from California, of root vegetables from Texas, of 
peaches and watermelons from Georgia, of apples from British Columbia, of 
melons from Arizona were booked into North Bay, the loads shuffled among the 
same cars, which were then billed out to various Northern markets such as 
Noranda. Mixed cars from Montreal were based on a similar reassembly by the 
parent company Cars and trucks out of Toronto on the other hand, were most 
likely to be based on the purchasing activity of an agent of the Northern 
house who would shop throughout the Toronto wholesale market. As many as 20 
Toronto firms might contribute to a load. 


The value of all fruit receipts was $366,705 on a volume of over 6 
million pounds The value of apples, citrus fruits, bananas, and peaches 
was 90 per cent of the total, and the tonnage proportion of the same group 
was 93 per cent (tables 3 and 21). 


Apples.-The most important fruit on the basis both of weight and 
value was apples. Receipts of some 55,000 bushels cost $11,665, an average 
of $2.00 per bushel (table 22) Fifty-three per cent of these shipments, 
some 29,000 bushels came from Ontario, at an average price of $1.67 per bushel. 
British Columbia was the origin of another 35 per cent, about 19,660 bushels, 
the cost of which averaged $2 42. Nova Scotia shipments were 4,300 bushels 
costing $1.85 per bushel or about $6 per barrel. United States apples 
appeared between April and July, 1,800 bushels costing on the average $3.80 
Southern Quebec supplied 5OO tushels in the fall and winter and the delivered 
cost was $2.04 per bushel. 


Arrivals were seasonal, with over half of the receipts being re- 
corded in September, October and November. British Columbia shipments were 
more regular and more even than those from any other area, with only August 
and June arrivals being notably smail. Ontario shipments were concentrated 
to the extent of 52;per cent in September and October. ft is not bebieved, 
however, that northern dealers storage is of any great capacity, though 
consumers may have sto:ked up in these two months when prices were low. 


The tabulation of this traffic (table 22) virtually omits La Sarre- 
Amos, not because apples are not received and consumed in those centres, but 
because without loval wholesalers the record did not distinguish receipts 
which were eventually sold to those localities. The supply on a busnelage 
basis went two-thirds to Noranda and one-third to Val d'Or, but average cost 
at the latter centre was $2.21 as compared with only $1.93 at Noranda. The 
difference is accounted for by reason of the fact that many a package of 
apples delivered to a retailer in Val d:‘Or district had been taken from a 
railway car at Noranda and trucked eastward; other shipments trucked from 
Toronto had to absorb a change of almost a cent a pound as against about 
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3/% cent for the trip to Noranda; less delivery of cars and part cars direct 
from producing areas in Northern Ontario and British Columbia took place, but 
even on such a basis the tariff to Val d'Or was slightly higher from southern 
Ontario. 


The demand according to grade and variety can be shown on the basis 


of 1941-42 deliveries as follows: 


Table 4.-Grades and Varieties of Apples Marketed in Northwestern Quebec, 
July 1941 - June 1942. 


Et ee Coe oh ~~ Combination sings 
Origin _ Extra Fancy ancy Fancy and C __Total 
Dew 
apples 
Per cent 25 29 22 Oi 100* 
Noo ik Domestic 
EKastern 
apples 
Per cent 60 hO LOO#F 
2 ae 5 a8 PEER NSIS i 
Variety McIntosh _Winesap»Deiicious _— Spy Davis Duchess Varieties Total 
Per cent 
s of : x 
sample 27 ies 9 S oy » 29 100 
¥E5 per cent Shipments had grade indi-. eae OR ts ora? 


#32 per cent of shipments had grade indicated 
*68 per cent of shipments had variety indicated. 


a Sixty per cent of eastern apples received were No. 1 grade, and 54 
per cent of shipments from British Columbia were of the extra fancy and fancy 
grades. One-third of all receipts had grade information indicated, and the 
estimates are based on this sample 


The variety received in greatest quantity was the all-season M:{ntosh, 
receipts of which were 27 per cent of the total. The sample of variety indi- 
cated apples was two-thirds of all shipments. The next most popular variety 
was Winesap, a late western variety, 15 per cent The third ranking variety 
was Delicious, a winter apple produced in British Columbia and also to some 
extent in the east, 9 per cent. The winter variety Spy ranked fourth with 
8 per cent, followed closely by Ben Davis, a late variety, 7 per cent, and 
Duchess, a fall apple, 5 per cent The other 29 per cent of shipments were 
of some 30 varieties. 


Reems 


Grapes.-Grapes were the second ranking domestic type fruit. Total 
receipts were 428.275 pounds costing $30,241 (table 30}. -Shipments came from 
the United States in every month to provide 74 per cent of the tonnage, and 
from Ontario in August, September, and October to supply the other 26 per 

ent The, concord ,type of ;grape was of course the main one coming from 
Ontario,’ and the various dessert types were included in U. S. supplies. The 
average prices reflected this difference, being 5 cents for American grapes. 


Peaches -Actual Canadian shipments of peaches exceeded those of 
grapes, but total tonnage and value ranked peaches after grapes. Ina 

Simiiar way, Ontario and the United States alone produced all shipments to 
Northwestern Quebe:, with the latter supply arriving only in June, July and 
August, when 18,095 pounds costing $1.4659 were distributed (table 34). Gnt- 
acio $s 317,018 pounds, brought in mostly in August and September, were 93 

per cent of total ‘receipts They cost on the average re cents a pound as com-~- 
pared with 9.2 cents for Nova Scotia peaches. 


Strawberries.-No local production of domestic small fruits was re- 
vealed in the survey, and the 1941 census indicates that only $64 worth of 
Strawberries were produced during 1940 in Abitibi and Temiscamingue counties, 
of which $45 worth was sold. The average price at the farm was reported as 
85 ents a pound. Strawberries marketed commer:ially amounted to 38,989 


quarts, of which 22,222 or 57 per cent were from the United States and 15,513 


or 40 per cent from Ontario (table 39) The other 1,254 quarts were from 
Northern Quebec. The average price of Canadian fruit was about.20 cents a 


quaeh, and-arrivals occurred in June and July. American berries cost 25 cents 
a quart and arrived principaliy in May as well as in April and June. Straw: 
berries have been converted at ls pounds per quart, perhaps a little in ex- 
‘ess of average weight 


Plums Small supplies of British Columbia plums were added to ship- 
ments from Ontario and the U. Sto make a total of 132,656 pounds costing 


$8 61 bable 3/ Seventy five per cent of the tonnage was from Ontario, 
fhe average price being nearly 5 cents a pound N.S. plums cost an average 


of 11.7 cents a pound, and the volume was 24 per cent of all receipts. The 
small volume of B. ©. plums was delivered at a cost of about 9 cents a pound 
The season for this fruit terminated in October, having commenced in June for 
U.S, origin and in July for Canadian. 


Pears.-The same three areas furnished 125,500 pounds of pears to 
these markets in the following proportions: Ontario and British Columbia 
each 39 per cent, and United States 22 per cent (table al The respective 
average prices were 4.2 cents, 8.1 cents, and 8 8 cents per pound. Total 
value was $8,402, indicating a composite average of 6.7 cents per pound. No 
winter pears arrived from Ontario, and shipments from there came in only from 
July to October, British Volumbia or United States boxed product was avail- 
able in all seasons exept May and June. The price of receipts by months 
increased steadily from 4.8 cents per pound in September to 10.7 cents in 
ao fehiall 
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Cherries.-The territorial pattern of supply observed for such other 
tree fruits as plums and pears applied also to cherries, with Ontario chiefly 
and British Columbia and United States producing all shipments amounting to 
25,651 pounds costing $3,215 ‘table 26). Ontario shipments were 72 per cent 
of the total and averaged 7.6 cents per pound. British Columbia cherries were 
1? per cent and cost 21.1 cents per pound delivered. WN. S. produce was the 
balance of 11] per cent of the year's supply, and by reason of early avail- 
ability and dessert type commanded a price of 32 cents a pound. The B. C. 
cherries were similarly dessert Bings and Lamberts, bub failed to catch the 
earliest demand. Ontario types’ were sours and sweet preserving types, not 
quite so select as those from the West Coast. 


October domestic fruits included apricots, currants, and various 
berries, but the value of no one of them exceeded $500 during the year 
(tables 23, 253926" "E9636" 


Blueberries.-The only fruit of surplus production was blueberries, 
not really a farm product, but one marketed by farmers to a large extent. 
Only s million pounds were picked during 1942 in Abitibi and Temiscamingue, 
but the 1941 crop, though not officially estimated, was larger. Production 
evidently varies greatly from year to year, as in 1943 the crop increased 
again to 8.4 million pounds, only to decline to 331,000 pounds in 1944. 


Table 5.-Blueberries: Shipments from Northwestern Quebec Markets, 1941. 


Shipping tae 7 , Shag gh) RES! Pea is Average 

sovol point. 24 soit 3, Julyeis 3. AupueteS 2 tear it  prieo 
| ¢ 

Rouyn quarts 24.379 41,604 65,983 
Amos 4 800 800 1,600 
Total iy 25,179 WO Ou. 67,583 
Rouyn $ 2,680 i. 99C 7,070 a1 be 
Amos $ 80 Bui 164 1082h 
Total $ 2,760 5, O74 7, 834 
Aone Price ¢ 10.96 11.97 LES 


ee 
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Outward movement, no doubt in considerable aggregate volume, could 
move readily through each railway station in the territory which might be 
near a produ:ing area. The survey covered only the movement from the 
stations of the towns studied, and traffic was found at Rouyn, Noranda, 
LaSarre and Amos. A total of 67,583 quarts, about 100,000 pounds, was re- 
corded (table 5), most of the amount moving through Rouyn to Toronto whole- 
salers and to other Ontario points The season covered nearly the whole of 
July and August. For sales in July, pickers were paid, delivered shipping 
point, about 11 cents a quart and and about 12 cents in August Their total 
return on the traffic was $7,834. 
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Vegetables 


The value of all vegetables receipts was $223,225, on a volume of 
over 4,8 million pounds (Tables 6 and 41). The seven leading vegetables, 
the combined value of which was 83 per cent of the total, were tomatoes, dry 
onions, lettuce, carrots, cabbage, celery, and cucumbers. The same group 
made up 78 per cent of the tonnage. Ontario and the United States each supplied 
38 per cent by value of total receipts, although the respective shares of 
total tonnage were 48 and 24 per cént. Local supplies were 9 per cent of 
value and 5 per cent of tonnage and southern Quebec shipments 12 and 9 per 


cent respectively. 
Table 6.-Vegetables: Receipts at Northwestern Quebec Markets, 
July 1941 - June 1942. 
ait borg ay Weteitio firth eine _Value 

Commodity 3 Pounds aly eae as ; : 
Tomatoes 1,227,045 25.4 69,113 3443 
Onions (dary) 626, 390 13.0 25,576 1.3 
Lettuce 408,491 Sab 2h 519 1:1..8 
Carrots LOT, 126 10.3 18 , 540 8.6 
Cabbage 590 ,046 12.41. 17,046 (ea 
Celery 245,200 ree 15,303 6.9 
Cucumbers 260 , 163 tt ibeyhe (oul Gwe: 
Turnips 291,665 oa 6,427 2.9 
Melons 99 , 484. Di 4,680 Biri 
Onions (green) ° SOD ie 4 tek ules 
Beets 134,253 2.8 3,930 eee 
Beans 38, O44. 8 2,886 ties 
Corn. 7os002 iene ey 722 Eee 
Radishes 42.608 me) ERs 8h een: 
Cauliflower 54. 740 ak 2,487 pec 
Peppers 19,167 ot 1,489 vy, 
Rhubarb R273 ey 1,403 z0 
Spinach 26,650 ee, sip las 5 
Mushrooms 3,934 vi 1,196 es 
Others 112,430 Cas Bt Ole 26 

Total 4,827 , 586 100.0 22> 100.0 


Tomatoes.-One quarter of all vegetable tonnage was tomatoes, 
receipts of 1,227,045 pounds having cost $69,113 (table 73). Southern 
Ontario provided a little over half the supply at an average cost of 3.4-cents 
a pound. The United States produced 17 per cent of ‘supply and other foreign 
countries ll per cent at average prices of ll and 12.5 cents per pound re- 
spectively. Ontario supply was confined to the period July - October, with 
four-fifths concentrated in August and September. Southern Quebec tomatoes 


were on the market in the same period at an average price of 2.9 cents a pound 
for shipments making up 15 per cent of total supply. Total supply varied 
greatly from month to month, but there were some receipts at all seasons. In 
January the total was lowest, less than 1 per cent of annual receipts, and the 
average price was highest, 15.1 cents a pound. About 40 pounds per annum of 
tomatoes were consumed on the average iby the people of these towns. 


Dry Onions.-The second-ranking vegetable was onions, of which 
626,390 pounds were received and $25,576 paid, and average of 4.1 cents a 
pound (table 62). Ontario was the main supplier, and 57 per cent of the 
total tonnage came from the southwestern part of the province. The 357,730 
pounds cost on the average 38 cents a pound, and arrived in every month but 
June. From each of Manitoba and British Columbia came 13 per cent of the 
total (about the equivalent of two cars each) and the average prices were 
respectively 2: and) 5.2 cents a pound... However, the prairie: provinces offered 
no onions after the New Year and British Columbia shipped none until January 
United States and other imported onions eked outithe supply in the spring, 
being never more expensive than 7 cents a pound and averaging 5.2 and 4.8 
cents respectively. Total foreign supply was 16 per cent of the total Local 
and southern Quebec supplies were slight. Average per capita usage was about 
20 pounds for the year. 


Green Onions.-(including shallots) -Shipments of 38,375 pounds ob- 
tained to the extent of 45 per cent from the United States (table 63) These 
Winter shipments cost 11.9 cents a pound Local producers supplied 28 per 
cent of this product, receiving 10.2 cents a poimd. Much of this sale took 
place on the Rouyn farmers’ market on a retail basis. The remainder of 
supply was from southern Ontario and Quebec, the shipments coming earlier than 
local sales and together with imports maintaining fairly even supplies through- 
out the year. 


Lettuce.-The lettuce supply in northwestern Quebec was steady through- 
out the year as is now the custom. Total receipts were 408,491 pounds and 
the cost was $24,519, an average of 6 cents a pound (table 59). Local and 
southern Quebec supply combined to provide 10 per cent of the total, but 
basically United States and Ontario furnished this product. Ontario lettuce 
was 132,230.pounds, 30 per cent of the total, and dominated the market from 
June to September. In every other month California provided most of receipts, 
adding up to 236,250 pounds, some 59 per cent of all. The average price of 
this imported iceberg supply was 73 cents a pound and of the Ontario lettuce 
4.1 cents a pound. Local lettuce, being sold retail to some extent, brought 

5 cents to farmers. Per capita usage was 13 pounds. 


Carrots -This was the vegetable solé in greatest tonnage by northern 
farmers, some 125,007 pounds being recorded at an average price of 2 6 cents 
a pound (table 4.8}. This was 26 per cent of the year’s total receipts of 
497,126 pounds, and local carrots dominated the market in September, October, 
and November and were sold as late as February. Territorially the biggest 
supply.was 155,334 pounds from southern Ontario. These shipments, 29 per cent 
of the total, dominated immediately before and after the local season, and 
the average cost was 3.3 cents a pound. A small steady flow of southern 
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Quebec stock moved to Val d'Or except in May and June. This totalled 62,115 
pounds and the cost was the same as for Ontario carrots. Spring and early 
summer supply was from the United States, from where 147,795 pounds came, 

30 per cent of annual supply, costing 5.3 cents a pound. Per capita con - 
sumption was 18 pounds. 


Cabbage.-At 2.9 cents per pound for all shipments, cabbage is a 
Cheaper vegetable than carrots at 3.7 cents a pound. Thus, while the former 
ranked after carrots, on the basis of value of annual supply, the tonnage of 
295 tons was 19 per cent greater than that of carrots (table 6). The tonnage 
of Northern Quebec cabbage supply, some 19 per cent of the total, ranked 
second only to carrots amongst. the vegetables sold by local producers. The 
main supply area was southern Ontario, the 241,298 pounds from which were 41 
per cent of all shipments (table 47). Imported cabbage totalled 140,735 
pounds, 24 per cent, and southern Quebec shipped the remaining 16 per cent, 
94,990 pounds. The local dominance was in September and October, and the 
average price was 1.8 cents a. pound. Ontario was the main supply in most of 
the other months from July to January and in June, and this supply was 
delivered for an average cost of 2.5 cents a pound. Southern Quebec cabbage 
went mostly to Val d'Or at 2.8 cents a pound. As with the Ontario product; 
it was off the market only in April and May. During these last two months 
and also other months in the first half of the year, the imports arrived at 
an average cost of 4.5 cents a pound. 


Celery.-In respect of value of shipments, some $15,303 worth, 
celery ranked sixth amongst the vegetables, but less than 4 per cent of 
supply was local. The United States from November to June shipped 127,370 
pounds (table 50), 51 per cent of total supplies of 245,000 pounds. Ontario 
in all months except February-May shipped the other 109,070 pounds, 45 per 
cent of supply. Nova Scotia crop cost on the average 7.1 cents a pound and 
that from Ontario 5.4 cents. 


Cucumbers.-Local producers marketed 34,261 pounds of cucumbers in 
August and September, but the amount was but 13 per cent of total supply 
(table 53). Ontario cucumbers, including hot house crop, arrived to the 
extent of 161,123 pounds, some 63 per cent of the year's supply. Southern 
Quebec field crop was. shipped in June-September, 55, 547 pounds being 2l per 
cent. Imported cucumbers cost on the average 11.2 cents a pound, those from 
Ontario 5.6 cents, southern Quebec crop 3.2 cents, and locals 1.3 cents. 


Turnips.-These were the third-ranking local crop according to 
tonnage marketed. Nineteen per cent of all] turnip receipts, 55,587 pounds 
were local (table 74). Both Quebec and Ontario shipped greater amounts, 
the proportion being each about one-third.’ Maritime turnips arrived in the 
winter to make up the other 14 per cent of marketing. It cost on the average 
2.6 cents per pound. for southern Quebec turnips, 2.3 cents for Maritime 
crop, 2.1 cents for Ontario and 1.5 cents for locals. Total supply did 
not vary unduly by months, although October receipts were double the average 
and March receipts half the average. 


~ Bie 


Melons.-This item includes cantaloupes, musks, water, and other 
melons The source of supply was, of course, the United States, whence 
came 82 per cent by weight, i.e., "81,450 pounds out of 99,484 pounds (table 60) 
Ontario shipped cantaloupes and muskmelons to an amount of 16,784 pounds, and 
a few muskmelons came also from southern Quebec in August, 1,250 pounds. 
Imports cost 5.1 cents per pound on the average, and from the other two sources 
melons cost just over 3 cents. 


Beets.-This root crop made up but 2 per cent of the value of all 
vegetable receipts, but by weight it was nearly 3 per cent. The average 
price of 134,253 pounds received was 2.9 cents a pound (table 44), less than 
for several other vegetables. Local growers sold 54,448 pounds, which made 
northern Quebec the main area of supply with 40 per cent of the total. 
Southern Ontario shipped 44,325 pounds, one-third of all, and United States 
and Southern Quebec respectively supplied 15 and 12 per cent. Locals cost 
2.3 cents a pound, southern Quebec.and Ontario supply 2.8 cents, and imports 
>-1 cents. The latter moved in only in the winter, and spring, when total 
receipts were Light. 


Beans.-Receipts of 38, a. pounds of green and wax beans were drawn very 
equitably from four areas; local production in July and August, 27 per cent; 
Ontario supply in July-September and June, 25 per cent; U. S. beans from Nov- 
ember .to.June, .2> per cent; .and,southemm,Quebec, 23, perneent (tabls 43). Imports 
cost 11.7 cents a pound, Southern Quebec beans 6.6 cents, locals 6.1 cents, 
and Ontario supply 5.9 cents. 


Corn.-There were no imports of corn, and 78,802 pounds of receipts 
were virtually c confined to July, August and Septenber (table be. dias 
evidently not a crop for the North, and 94 per cent of supply was from southern 
Ontario. The cost of this was 3.4 cents a pound, of Quebec corn 4.2 cents a 
pound . 


The value of receipts of radishes and cauliflower each was slightly 
in excess of 1 per cent of that of the group. Ontario and the United States 
supplied most cf these shipments, a statement applying also to the other 
minor items on the list, peppers, rhubarb, spinach, mushrooms, etc. (tables 
LO... Olaysol anh Pinenl ONG. Gidley 


Potatoes 


Local producers provided one quarter of the potatoes marketed in 
the area, and for these they received average prices comparable with the 
SYOUARSS for all marketings. Total receipts. were 84, 379 hundredweight 
(tables 7 and 78), being some 280 pounds per capita. The cost was $158, 612, 
an average of $1.88 per hundredweight. Northern grown marketings were 
20,762 hundredweights at an average cost of $1.82. Almost double this amount 
of shipments came from the Maritime Provinces, 40,955 hundredweights at SaesOV . 
This was 48.5 per cent of all receipts, which, of course, ranked New Bruns- 
wick and brince Fdward Island as the main areas of supply. In every month 
but August, Maritime potatoes were received, and some localsstock arrived 
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im each of the 1L2 months. 


Table 7.-Potatoes: Receipts at Northwestern Quebec Markets, 
. July 1941 - June 1942. 


eMNorth- °-South- :North- :South- 2Mari- :Prairie:United 


Origin gern 2ern sera tErTi 2 time ¢:Pro- :States ; 
and Unit sQuebec 2zQuebec 3:Ont- zOnt- ¢Pro- *ViTices-.s “Tote. 
Quantity  cwb. 20,762 16,795 ae 560 40,955 4,976 908 84,379 
Percent Pi. 6 19.9 * al me Sry 2 4 eg ail 31040 0 8) 
Value | $ MBF) 739 Br OOF ioe’ L) Bey 807852 oot 3,868 158,612 


Average Cost §$ i. 82 1.61 2 4d a 72 LYOF P81 26 1.88 


*Less than .05 per cent 


[his regularity of supply, contrasted |with the’ flow from other) grow- 
ing areas. Foriexample, southern! Quebec shipments, 16!795 hundredweights, 20 
peri cent iof, the \total,\ were | confined! to\July,| August iand'September. Prairie 
shipments of 4 376 hundredweights, 5 per cent, of ‘supply, icame in’principally 
after the new! year Shipments, from the! United States were |908 hundredweights, 
mostly in June, and the average cost was $4.26. 


From Southern Ontario a supply of 560 hundredweights was drawn, 
mostly in July and August. The extreme southwest of the province was the 
source, and the average cost was $2.12 per hundredweight. 


Meats 


The value of this group of commodities was approached only by that 
- of dairy products, and was 37 per cent of the value of all receipts for 

himan consumption. Total weight of receipts was 8,084,238 pounds, the laid- 
down-cost of which was $1,422,955 (tables 8 and 79). Tllustrating the 
dominance of the national packers shipping cars from Winnipeg, 79 per cent of 
all meats by both weight and value were produced in the Prairies. Meat from 
local sources was 11 per cent by value of the total, and some shipments came 
also from southern Ontario and Quebec. 


This traffic was competed for by three packing companies who 
maintained salesmen at Noranda, Amos, Val d'Qr, and Malartic. At each of 
these points and at several others on a stop-off basis, produce was received 
from weekly or semi-weekly refrigerator cars loaded less than 72 hours earlier 
at Winnipeg. Salesmen booked their orders by phone or telegraph a few hours 
before loading, so that a very acceptable service was provided for customers 
throughout the year. Some cars came over the Timiskaming and Northern Ontario 
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Railway to Rouyn, and some direct on the C. N.'s National Transcontinental 
line to La Sarre,: Amos and way points. One company had established a chilled 
_ warehouse at Rouyn, to serve the whole territory, distribution to points be- 
yond being by truck. Rail delivery to Rouyn and Canadian National points 
beyond was facilitated by the stop-off privilege available on the Temiskaming 
and Northern Ontario Railway. The stop-off procedure does not provide for 
any wt ed a oy of the carriers for amounts of goods removed at any point. 


Table.8.-Meats: Receipts at Northwestern Quebec Markets, July 1941-June 1942. 
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NAOT are : sFancy ; 3 3 4 3 : 
and Unit 7 Beef. sMeats ‘* Lembos'Pork :Poultry: Vealo:Others Total 
Prairies Lone = Sa Go SLe agit hy oe osha 815 156 A 3, uy. 


$ 438,620 10,850 19,717 512,749 64,382 69,102 71 1,135,490 


Other .- cone. 281 * hi 365 58 oe) 22 798 
etre $ 69,358 21 6,869 149,018 36,077 17,999 8,123 287,465 


Total Drtonae® Bigs Spt... - Sey teops ts Piibo epa5Oy 820 4 oe 
$ 507,978 10,871 26,586 661 767 120,458 87,101 8,194 1,422,955 


Average price 


per pound ¢ TFS YRS 0. OHO 6 21.9 2692 WiT7 Th 201970 
Proportion : 
tonnage percent 48.2 8 EG eee: 5.3 6,2 ae 100.0 


*Less than 1,000 pounds. 


Thus it suits the business practices either of a company having chain operations 
and sundry local representatives, or two or more independent consignees in 
different towns who trust each other sufficiently to permit one firm's entering 
and partly unloading a car without causing complaints by the receiver at 
destination. Bonded cartage companies at sundry local points often represent 

a shipper and deliver part or all of the contents of a car to many customers. 
‘The latter method was that of the two irene not having constructed ware- 
houses in the territory. 


‘The situation of these markets for es and other packing house 
products is favourable in relation to more populous centres in old Quebec and 
Ontario. The national flow of these products is from the Prairies to the Kast, 
either as livestock or meat. The mileage and the freight charges to Northern 
Quebec points are less than to mos* southern points, and carload and split car 
shipments are practical to almost a dozen centres. Items can usually be quoted 
well within 2 cents per pound of Winnipeg prices. Because, however, shipment 
is typically from a distance either west or south with carrying charges being 
on a weight basis, demand is for better grade product, whether meat, eggs, 
butter, cheese, or any of the products marketed by the packing companies. 


REO. 


Over half the receipts of meat have been recorded at Rouyn, a fact 
accounted for in part by the presence of half the population of the group of 
markets in Rouyn and in part by the dominant role of wholesalers in the sister 
towns in serving to some extent other centres in the area in the distribution 
of meats and various products. The bulk of local meat has been recorded as 
marketed at Rouyn, a result of the farmers’ market in Rouyn, where complete 
record of transactions was obtained from vendors. However, if private sales 
by producers in other centres went unrecorded, they are nevertheless not 
believed to have been a significant volume of business. 


The seasonal volume of sales of all the meats did not vary greatly 
except for the usual peak of poultry volume in December; 36 per Gent.or the ~ 
year’s receipts arrived for Christmas and New Year's (table 84). .For other 
products the systematic and competitive shipping of cars from Winnipeg led to 
rather even volume from month to month and sensitive following of market 
price, which appears to have varied only 2 or 3 cents a pound in the case of 
most products. 


The meat received in heaviest volume was beef, 3.9 million pounds 
costing $507,978, an average of 13 cents a pound (table 80). This was 48 per 
cent of the tonnage of all meat receipts. Pork receipts were 3.0 million — 
pounds valued at $661,767, an average of 22 cents a pound, considerable pro- 
cessed and cured meats being included (table 83). Pork was another 37 per 
cent of meat tonnage, and veal and poultry were © and 5 per cent respectively. 
The balance of 4 per cent consisted of lamb, fancy meat, rabbit and shipments 
recorded without identification (tables 82, 81, 85 and 87) 7 


The overall per capita consumption was ostensibly 270 pounds per 
annum, from which it must be concluded that the market extends well beyond the 
urban centres, although it can properly be assumed too that the mining pop- 
ulation eats meat in excess of national averages. 


Eggs 


The dominance of Western Canada in supplying eggs to these markets 
is similar to the situation for meat.'| The proportion of all shipments which 
were from the Prairies was 59 per cent (table 9). The arrivals came in two 
ways, aS substantial portions of the weekly and semi-weekly cars of packing 
house products brought in from Winnipeg by the three national packers, and as 
solid cars or combined with butter only from points beyond Winnipeg. Both 
types of cars frequently shared on the stop-off basis with Kirkland Lake 
and other Ontario points. 


The area of second importance in supplying eggs was southern Ont- 
ario. All the national packers can ship as readily from Toronto and district 
as from Winnipeg, their practice being governed by the price relationship of 
the two markets, modified of course by the desirability of making minimum 
carload weights. There are in addition a number of other southern Ontario 
suppliers of eggs, who used 1.c.1. freight, express, truck and the Muirhead 
cars* for their shipments. The result was that 32 per cent of egg supplies 


*See Page 18. 
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were from southern Ontario. The laid down cost of Ontario eggs averaged 
33 cents per dozen for the year, and that of Prairie eggs 34 cents. There was 

‘some dovetailing of supplies from the two areas with receipts from Ontario 
actually exceeding those from the Prairies in December and January. However, 

_ peak prices were in October and November, so whilst delivered prices for eggs 
of all origins usually tallied for any week, the Prairie shippers had enough 
concentration in months of high pricéato indicate the slightly higher annual 

 EVerage price. 


Table 9.-Eggs: Receipts at Northwestern Quebec Markets, July 1941-June 1942. 


Northern :Southern: Northern :Southern: : 


ad s_ Quebec 3 Quebec 3 Ontario: Ontario:Prairies: Total _ 
Quantity dozen 75,089 3,468 LAO bp 1 20R ea Sail 705903 036 
percent 8.3 4 be 32.3 58.8 100.0 
Value | $ 24,999 1,193 462 96,713...380.,,890...304.,257 


Average cost ¢ 3348 34.4 32.6 3388 B30 34.0 


ae ae SN a a a RE RN | Se RT 


Local supplies provided 8.3 per cent of eggs marketed, the equivalent 
of the consumption of an average month, These sales varied considerably season- 
ally, however, with sales from January to May being well above average and 
those in the summer and fall much less. These producers missed the peak 
prices and their average return for ,#the year was 33 cents a dozen, slightly 
below the price of all receipts in general. 


Receipts at Rouyn were higher than would be expected on the basis 
of population distribution but it mast be kept in mind that some produce 
moved on from there to other markets as well as to camps and rural people. 
Ostensible per capita consumption was 30 dozen per annum (table 88). 


Dairy Products 


Dairy farming is the type carried on in the north to the extent 
that progress has been made past the pioneer period. However, only 31.5 per 
cent of the value of all dairy products marketed in the survey centres was 
locally produced (table 10). The total includes shipments of concentrated 
milk, and there are no condenseries in the north. Of its. fluid fresh milk 
needs northern Quebec produced 83 per cent, and of its fluid cream needs 77 
per cent. The rest of the milk supply was obtained from northern Ontario, and 
in the case of the cream the non-local supply arrived from as far away as the 
Brantford district of Ontario, but mostly from the New Liskeard-Englehart 
area in northern Ontario. 


Chenoa 


The total supply of fresh milk was 7 million pounds. In the form 
of evaporated condensed and powdered whole milk, shipments equivalent to 4.8 


million pounds of fresh milk were received in he area from soutnern Ontario 
and Quebec. This high preportion of use of processed milk, 40 per cent, is 
comparable to 30 per cent in the neighbouring Ontario Gold Belt and less than 
10 per cent throughout Canada. 


Butter.-The value of butter was 56 per cent of the total value of 
dairy products receipts. Of some 2,005, 009 pounds consumed only 27 per cent 
was locally produced (tables 1O and 90! Yet the production during the survey 
year of creameries in Abitibi and hemi eemeecae counties was 2 , 829, 861 pounds. 
All but 532,400 pounds of this was shipped out, and almost 1- 3/4 7 ab Bites 
pounds were brought ino The explanation of this exchange ig the seasonality 
of northern production and the absence of sufficient cold storage facilities. 


Table 10.-Dairy Products Receipts at Northwestern Quebec Market 
July 1941 - June 1942, 


RC me imate Ne ee oe 
ees ee : : : - value 
‘ : : North-?: : S Sonor on = 25 pro= 
: > North- :western: : North-: western; portion 
Commodity : Total 3 western :Quebec 3; Total ewestern:Quebec :of all 
: > Quebec: 3; pro=, 3 sQuebecic:! pro- dairy 
: ‘ sportion: 2 sportion: prod- 
boogie outta. | ial tad, “aA oa Spe asie el 2b 7 ee are eu ow awin sk SMCS 
pounds pounds percent $ $ percent per- 
cent 
Banser 2,025,000 532,400 2% 6 123.5220 L¥2 ,629 2529 Don. 
Milk | whole a “oa 08 5s OR. Sia eee Sodom Upp bla 62.9 2 17.3 
Milk (evaporated) 2,116,700 . f 174., 518 - - aie 
Tee “ream. "281, 605 1073). 0be 386d: 49,878 26,04. 946-37 43 owen 
Cheese 220 , 354 480 Re ST, 340 LO9 Ae yy 
Cream 220) SOLS CLO oe bi ia2 Se 0 stl Cen (aa Ba) 
Powdered (skim) 73,800 - - 9,043 - ~ <t 
Powdered (whole! 11:20 ve - KOLO - - a 
Condensed a Ss ~ - S23 - ~ Ws 
Tee Cream Mix J 980 - - 282 - - a 
Total 11,9824 EO s#'T0 973 54.0 1,297,478 409,189 31.5 100.0 


Only 14 per cent of the year S production, less than 400,000 pounds, were 
produced during the six winter months, although consumption during the same 
half year was about 944,000 pounds, 47 per cent of the year’s total. If it 
were assumed that local production supplied all current demand at any season, 
the surplus would be some 1s million pounds. But it has been noted that only 


al ° ° ‘ 7 =) , o © : f 
S million pounds of the 2.8 million pounds of annual northern production was 


retained for consumption. This seeming low proportion would be increased some- 


what if total consumption in Abitibi and Temiscamingue counties could be stated 
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rather than just that in the towns studied. Nevertheless, it is evident that 
western and southern butter arrived in every month even though the movement 
was heavier in winter. Thus buyers in some instances became accustomed to 
outside butter by necessity in the winter and continued similar purchases in 
the summer, It was suggested to enumerators that some of local production 
shipped to Montreal in the summer was recalled in the winter. Such temporary 
movement to storage must have been on a minor scale, however, as, even if all 
shipments from southern Quebec had been of ph eee butter from storage, only 
101,000 pounds was thus returned out of shipments of over 2 million pounds. 


The seasonal trend of receipts was rather steady throughout the 
year. However, local butter was received in much greater volume in the summer 
period, with southern and western supplies showing a converse trend. The 
monthly average price range was from 34.0 cents a pound in, June to 37.5 cents 
in March and winter prices ruled higher than those during the period of heavy 
local production. 


Cheese.-Southern Ontario, the main cheese-producing area of Canada, 
supplied over half of the 220,354 pounds received during the year (table 91). 
One-third of the total supply was from the Prairies, and most of the rest, 
29 ,296 pounds or 13 per cent, was from southern Guebec. Small shipments from 
Northern Ontario were about 4 per cent. 


Local production scarcely got recorded in sales on these markets, 
though in Abitibi County some 53,564 pounds were produced during the year, 
only to be shipped to central markets. The storage situation, which has been 
commented on for butter, affects marketing of northern cheese similarly. 
Production took place entirely in the summer season (and in Abitibi County 
only), and prudence called for immediate shipment to. Montreal storage. 


The average cost of all cheese receipts was 26 cents per pound , 
with Ontario shipments ruling about 2 cents higher and Prairie and southern 
Quebes supplies being 2 and ls sents lower respectively. The seasonal trend 
in receipts was not marked, but higher than average receipts arrived in each 
month from March to June and in July. Prices were mostly below average during 
the same months. 


Evaporated milk.-The principal item of concentrated milk was the 
evaporated product, estimated to be equivalent to 2.2 times as much fresh 
milk, Receipts were ae 116 ,(00 pounds of canned product (tables 10 and 95) 
being an augmentation of tors supply of about i® , 800, 000 quarts. The factories 
of southern Ontario forwarded 79 per cent of this milk, and the rest came 
from the new Sherbrooke, Quebec, establishment.— 


Although an appreciable proportion of these supplies moved through 
the towns of receipt to woodland camps, nevertheless distributors of fresh 
milk undoubtedly competed directly with canned milk in many centres where the 
practical choice was available. The price of canned milk ruled at such a 
level that it was as good or better a buy as fresh milk. It is doubtful that 
competition of the concentrated product depended mainly on price considerations 


y, Commenced operating in 1939. 


oe 


as many northern people have long-standing taste preference for evaporated 
milk, traceable to an earlier day when farms qgne. refrigeration were not so 
typical of the North as in 1942. 


The Val d'Or market took 39 per cent of the supply of this product, 
as against a typically lower proportion of most other farm products. This can 
be accounted for by the fact that the records examined in the survey traced the 
ultimate destination of this product fairly thoroughly; but more particularly 
by the comparative isolation of this area from developed farms, and its 
necessity of buying non-perishable foods to an extent more typical of the newly 
established mining camp of the frontier. The average cost of this product was 
8.4 cents a pound (or can). The cost at Rouyn-Noranda was 8¢ cents, Val 
d'Or 8.7 cents, and at LaSerre-Amos 8.2 cents. The variation in prices are 
a reflection of the ability of parts of the area to take better advantage of 
through carload freight rates than others. 


Seasonally the average price showed a rising trend throughout the 
‘period. This was a reflection of price increases by the manufacturers affect- 
ing all or most customers and not merely those in northern Quebec. 


Other processed milk.-Appreciable supplies of three Senter types of 
concentrated milk were received during the year. However cr, the combined cost 
of condensed, powdered whole, and powdered skim milk added only $16,176 to 
the payments of $174, 518 for evaporated milk. Southern Ontario and Quebec 
were, as for evaporated milk, the only sources of supply (tables 10, 96, 


97 and 98). 


“Ice cream.-The ice cream manifacturing industry was carried on by | 
establishments in Rouyn and Val d'Or, in the case of the former dependent 
to some extent on Ontario cream. The combined sales of these local manu- 
facturers were 19,511 gallons for which they received an average of $1.34 
a gallon (table 93). A small express traffic moved from Montreal to Amos 
and LaSarre, but 60 per cent of total supplies of 51,201 gallons came from 
Northern Ontario, where the industry was long established. For these 30,820 


gallons of Ontario ice cream the laid down cost averaged $1.37 a gallon. 


The sale of ice cream is notably seasonal, and on these markets 
it was observed that 78 per cent of sales were made in the six months April- 
September. July, the banner month, had 19 per cent of sales. Rouyn-Noranda, 
as the chief market of ithe North, ostensibly received 75 per cent of ice 
cream supplies, some of which was further distributed. As the nearest centre 
to Ontario and as the main local manufacturing centre, Rouyn-Noranda paid 
only $1.31 per gallon for its ice cream receipts as against $1.55 in Val COOREE® 
Amos, and LaSarre. 


Milk Distribution.-The survey of the milk distribution business 
indicated daily average ‘sales of Ls 208 quarts (table 11) For each of the 
more distinctly-urban population bf 3), 000 LO ,000, this was about fou pint a 
day. ine Tipeure te sligntly niger Sha that observed for the Cape Breton 
coal mining area in 1937, and only slightly more than half the ration of non- 
farm people throughout Canada in 1941. Northern Ontario consumers a year 
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earlier had used daily Sen 4 pint per person. The daily ration in Northern 
Quebec from receipts of ot aes pounds of concentrated mi (divided amongst 
a slightly Larger population.) was the equivalent of another < pint per person 
per day. This raises the average consumption to .65 pint, not so markedly 
delow the 1941 national figure (including concentrated) of 4/5 pint. 


Sales at Rouyn-Novanda were 3,428 quarts per day, at Val d'Or 2,877 
quarts and at LaSarre-Amos 903 quarts This distribution is close to that 
of the population. Three~quarters of ali milk sold was pasteurized. How- 
ever, only raw milk was available at LaSarre-Amos and 95 per cent of Val d'Or 
area sales were pasteurized. A percentage very close to that for the whole 
area indicated the proportion of pasteurized sales at Rouyn-Noranda, namely 
(?f per cent. 

Rouyn-Noranda.-Consumers in this most populous section of the area 
were served by 4 pasteurizing dairies and 9 producer-distributors in 1941-42. 
It is evident that the average daily sales of the latter were only 87 quarts, 
in contrast to 660 quarts sold daily on the average by the pasteurizers. The’ 
latter obtained an average price of 14.6 cents a quart on retail sales as 
against only 13.7 cents received by producer-distributors of raw milk. On 
wholesale sales also the average pasteurized pri-e was higher, 12.8 cents as 
against 12.0 cents for raw milk. 


Pasteurization was voluntary in these communities, as also in the 
Val d'Or and LaSarre-Amos areas, during and previous to the survey year. 
However, the town of Noranda had a proposed by-law for compulsory pasteur- 
ization up for consideration in the summer of 1942. 


Val ad Or.-The towns in the eastern part of the mining area were 
served by two pasteurizing plants and one produv-er-distributor. A third 
enterprise, a producers’ cooperative, distributed milk pasteurized on a 
custom basis by the Bourlamaque plant The other :ommercial dairy was in 
Malarti. : The delivery vehicles of these enterprises drove through a very 
considerable area in their daily rounds. The producer-distributor operated 
only in his own community, one of the mining camps outside Val d’OQr. 


The daily average sales for the year of pasteurized milk are re- 
‘corded as 2.742 quarts. Additional raw sales of 135 quarts per day indicate 
total consumption of 2,877 quarts It may be noted, however, that pasteur- 
ized sales in July-September are much below the general level for the rest of 
the year The cooperative distributor commenced business in August, and the 
nature of the original milk supply for the customers which it rapidly acquired 
after that was not determined.) It is likely that the half dozen or so producers 
whose milk was thus pooled had,-in some cases, individual raw milk routes, 
unavoidably omitted from the survey. It is reasonable to presume daily sales 
for the year average closer to 3,000 quarts than the figure shown. 


Average prices recorded were 15.2 cents a quart for retail sales 
and 11.9 cents for wholesale sales. The dairy at Malartic operated on a 
completely wholesale basis, with all sales being to trucker-dealers at the 
plant The ; -operative s business was evenly distributed between wholesale 
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and retail sales. The third and largest enterprise had sales to consumers 
some three times their sales to other customers. On the whole there was 
almost twice as much retail as wholesale business in the year's sales of one 
million quarts. 


LaSarre-Amos.-The milk distribution business in LaSarre and Amos 
was in the hands of producer-distributors, some of whom bought a portion of 
their supplies from neighbours. Of the average daily distribution of 903 
quarts, 55 per cent, some 500 quarts per day were sold in Amos; 33 per cent, 
296 pas ee | were sold in LaSarre; and the remaining 12 per cent, 107 quarts, 
in Malcamite/ village 10 miles east of LaSarre. Distributors interviewed 
number six at Amos, four at LaSarre, and two at Makamik. Their average daily 
sales were, therefore, 75 quarts, a smaller volume of business than that of 
the average producer-distributor at Rouyn. There was no report of any whole- 
sale sales, and the average price obtained was 10.2 cents a quart. However, 
ll and 12 cents were the going prices in Amos, 9 cents in LaSarre, and about 
7 cents in Makamik, reflecting the relative development of the centres and 
their degree of remoteness from farm life. 


Cream.-The distribution of cream was undertaken by most of the 
milk distributors in the various centres. Total sales throughout the year 
averaged 182 quarts per day, of which only 10 quarts were unpasteurized 
(table 12). For some 67,000 quarts of annual sales, distributors’ gross 
revenue was about $42, 000 to be added to receipts from milk of over $350, O00 . 


For some 100 quarts of sales per day at Rouyn, pasteurizers charged 
71 cents retail, 57 cents wholesale for whipping grade, 51 and 40 cents for 
table cream. Most of the supply was whipping strength, and only this class 
of cream was offered in Val d'Or and LaSarre-Amos. The prices in the former 
area averaged 68 cents per quart retail, 61 cents wholesale, for pasteurized 
cream. The price of 70 cents wholesale obtained for a small quantity of 
raw cream in this market was a special case, not typical of the general 
supply-demand situation. Some of the LaSarre and Amos distributors obtained 
46.6 cents per quart on the average for a very small volume of sales. Seasonally, 
the spring season had the largest volume of sales. 


Buttermilk.-The product discussed here is really cultured milk, which, 
like chocolate milk, was sold only by pasteurizers. . The considerable volume 
of buttermilk presumably available at the many creameries throughout rural 
parts of the area is not recorded here. The volume of sales was quite small, 
some 27 quarts a day at Rouyn-Noranda and. 4O quarts at Val d'Or (table 13). 
The popularity of the product was greatest in the summer, with 114 quarts 
being sold on the average each day in June, as compared with only 45 quarts 
in January. Retail and wholesale prices were respectively in Rouyn-Noranda 
12 and 10 cents, in Val d'Qr 15 and 13 cents a quart. Annual value of sales 
was $3,360. | 


I 


Chocolate Milk.-Where pasteurized milk was available, chocolate 
milk was also sold. The average daily distribution was 214 quarts, with a 
marked seasonal trend from a high of 352 quarts per day in July down to less 
than 190 quarts in October, January and April (table 14). Two-thirds of the 
LE Several dozen other villages in Abitibi between LaSarre and Amos were 
not included in this survey except as they formed part of the demand at 
the two towns. 


- 29 - 


Reo e. - see SS ee he Se ee eee eS ees eee 


er SL o°9l Alem 96) OCS GOT 4.G0d —G0d. “LET SEL feo! 981 Ob1S "Ge Bose is 


& &1 - Cle hGo *eor IM aml SClin “eer c th» ge sim Coes GOm BORL rr 
| IOip TBA 
aaah S91 RD STE OC (Gel SREE BOL GCL REIT OflwdylL, See 26 Gc lee Stam 


p p 


BpuUBt On-usNoY, 


“eTeseTouM:  [Pejee oe. Stal: a oe ok a” glo | Sole ae Soo ge wie ee: 
: 7 1eek: oun: Roy adv: ‘ew? “deg: “wep? *0eq? “AON: 490: “ydeg: “Buy: fTup: 
qaenb sed eotad eBereay: re : ; : : : : . : ; : ; : 


5 exel eas 69 Ti 96 «lei ced & 6S Gye Ota © oSie 8G -09 99s +8 iM 


ad 


SUMO], TLV 
Sirs OTE a 2 BGs 299 “Sir | PDE a G& SE Oe “Veit Guess 6d: tn OL a 


er 


| 10.2 TBA 
0°OT 0°eL je? pt Got Weta’ S tet Pil) Bh Sieh te Cee aie ay qarentb 


epuedron-uUsANOY, 
STeseTOUM : Leaeu : a Me: : : : : : : Se: Ao eS : 
see, Teunp: fo: ‘adv: ‘TOW: dea: “wee: °99q: “AON? °900: “4deg: “Buy: ATHL: 
qrenb asd e0Tad exRreAy: : : : : : : : : : : ‘ : 
SS eS ep Bi SS eee SSeS See eee 


Tees POL ‘stsegq ATTea “SuUMO], Degen UleqSemYJAION UL SeTeS YL Twsaeqang-"€T FLdIeb 


= 30 - 


volume of sales took place at Rouyn-Noranda, and the rest in the Val d'Or 
market. Average prices obtained were 16.2 cents per quart retail and 12.7 
cents wholesale at Rouyn-Noranda and 13.9 cents wholesale at Val d'Or, where 
no direct consumer sales were made. Sales for the year totalled $10,624. 


Honey 


Receipts of honey for theiyear were 56,163 pounds (tables 15 and 99), 
a little over a pound per person of population. The average cost was 13.4 
cents a pound. The main source of supply was southern Ontario, whence were 
shipped 43,236 pounds, 77 per cent of the total. From southern Quebec and 
the Prairies respectively came 6,311 pounds and 4,800 pounds, being proportions 
of the total of il and 9 per cent. Shipments from these three areas cost 
Within a fraction of a cent per pound of the average price. No other area 
including local farms provided more than occasional small shipments. Some 
43 per cent of the year's supply arrived in January. and February. The aver- 
age price varied seasonally from 1 cent per pound below the average in January 
to 2 cents above in April. 


Table 15.-Honey; Receipts at Northwestern Quebec Markets, July 1941-June 1942. 
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Hay 


Over 10,000 tons of hay were recorded as moving through commercial 
channels at these markets, and 58 per cent of the quantity, namely, 6,026 
Rens, was locally produced {tables 16 and 100). Whe average price for all. 
receipts was $23.14 and for the northern Quebec portion $22.62 per ton. Other 
origins were southern Quebec from where 2,978 tons were shipped, 28 per-cent 
of the total; northern Ontario 901 tons, 9 per cent; Prairie Provinces 418 
tons, + per cent; and southern Ontario 76 tons, less than ‘1' per cent. 


An average railway car of hayiis 15 tons, so that the whole traffic 
represented about 260 cars. The period October to May encompassed over 90 
per cent of receipts of hay, indicating the demand during all months when 
animals are stabled. Most of the non-local hay was brought in under the 
auspices of the Quebec Department of Colonization and made available to 
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settlers on a subsidized basis. To a large extent the hay was distributed 
at a net cost of $15 per ton to the colonist-feeder. Usually the f.o.b. 
cost in the Montreal area or in Manitoba was.as much cr greater. Thus the’ 
government was absorbing freight charges, at least, in all cases. 


Table 16.-Hay: Receipts at Northwestern Quebec Markets, July 1941-June 19h2. 
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Quantity tons 6 5026 2,978 901 76 418 10, 399 

h 58.0 28..6 8.7 fot 4.o 100.0 
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Average Cost $ 22.62 23.96 22.83 26.39 25.00 P2314 
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Over half the hay recorded as produced in Northern Quebec went to 
pulpwood and lumber camps. 


Grains 


The grain and feed business in northern Quebec is organized to 
serve the farmers, who specialize in dairying to the extent that they pro- 
duce little more than forage crops for their stock. Pulp and lumber companies 
also receive grains. The records taken in the year of the study indicated 
receipts of 34,146,706 pounds (tables 17 and 101), the equivalent of more than 
500 cars. Ninety-three per cent of supplies were shipped from Winnipeg and 
other prairie points. The™bulk*of all itens except beans, peas and’ beet pulp 
was prairie-produced, and of these the first two are for human consumption 
and the last is not a grain though grouped here for convenience. Emphasizing 
the reliance of farmers on this traffic is the fact that the LaSarre and Amos 
markets took the largest amount of each item except beans, which are not brought 
in for livestock feeding. These northerly towns are farm centres, whereas 
Val d'Or is not so to any extent, and Rouyn is primarily a mining base but 
with a considerable farming and forest hinterland. 


The marketing of grain is carried on in a manner somewnat similar 
to the marketing of meats. A number of national grain and milling companies 
are represented by salesmen in the area, who book mixed cars for delivery to 
a number of customers and sometimes to more than one station on the T. and 
N. O. Railway stop-off privilege. In addition, solid cars of whole grains 
arrived at less regular intervals, in many instances for re-shipment to 
pulpwood and lumber camps. These cars were billed from Winnipeg, other prairie 
points, Keewatin, Fort William and other points, including Lower Lake ports, 
where millers have terminals. It is probably that some of the grains tabu- 
lated as from southern Ontario and Quebec were grown in western Canada. 


Table 17.-Receipts of Grains at Northwestern Quebec Towns, July 1941-June 19he. 
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Oats.-The main grain crop in the north is oats, but little of the. 
production moves in commercial channels to be recorded in such a-study as this. 
Less than 8,000 bushels of local oats were recorded in total handlings of about 
454,000,bushels. Prairie oats were about 432,000 bushels, 95 per cent of the 
total. The average delivered cost was 1.85 cents per pound Obes cents a 
bushel (table 110). 


Millfeeds.-Wheat by-products were second to oats in respect both 
of tonnage and value. The quality brought from the prairies was 3,490 tons 

and the average cost was $31.40 per ton. The products came only in the national 
milling company cans, billed to dealers large and small in branded bags 


(table 108). 


Mixfeeds.-This grouping of calf starter, laying mash, hog ration, 
etc., was marketed similarly to millfeeds except that Cooperative Federee de 
Quebec and other Quebec and Montreal dealers supplied some of the shipments. 
The tonnage was 2 , 360 tons costing on the average $42.60 per ton. For neither 
millfeeds nor mixfeeds was the seasonal trend of shipments significant 
(table 109). 


Barley.-About 70,000 bushels of barley were received at the markets, 
nearly all from the west, and at an average cost of 80 cents a bushel. Barley 
meal is included in this item (table 102). 


Scratch.-This mixture of whole grains could theoretically but not 
practically be distributed amongst the tabulations of its constituents. A 
million and a third pounds were received at an average cost of $1.96 cwt. 
(table 112). 


- 33 


Wheat.-Receipts of 20 3997 Dashels of wheat were recorded, the 
average cost being 99 cents a bushel (table 113). 


Beans.-Costing 3.2 cents a pound, 545, OOO pounds of beans were 
received. This indicates a per capita consumption of 16218 pounds per annun. 
All supplies were from northwestern Ontario, and 89 per cent were taken by 
dealers at Rouyn-Noranda (table 103). 


Corn. -About 1 per cent of all grain receipts was corn and corn 
meal. This was about 5,000 bushels, the average cost of which was $1.21 a 
bushel (table 106). 


Livestock 


The biggest item of receipts of livestock was 1,121 horses, mostly 
from western Canada (tables 18 and 114). Seventy-four per cent of the number 
and 7O per cent of the value were accounted for by horses shipped from the 
Prairies. The average price of all horses was $122 and of western stock $117 
per head. More than 80 per cent of the total livestock bill was paid for 
horses, with southern Quebec and northern Ontario supplying 149 and 133 
horses respectively. Many of these animals were for use on farms, as the 
breeding industry is not greatly developed in the North. However, lumber, and 
pulpwood companies were the purchasers of a substantial proportion. 


The $29,000 worth of livestock other than horses was received 
mainly from southern Quebec. . It was mostly breeding stock, being either 
settlers" effects arriving with newcomers or shipments arranged by the Que- 
bec Department of Colonization for recently. settled cotonists. The traffic 
can be summarized by mentioning 285 adult cattle, 237 calves, 313 sheep and 
13 pigs. The average costs per head were, cattle $81; calves $10.42; 
sheep $8.75; pigs $20.61 (Tables 115-119). 


Table 18.-Livestock: Receipts at Northwestern Quebec Markets, 
July 1941 - June 1942. 
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The outward movement of livestock, except for horses, was heavier 
than the receipts. Shipments of cattle, calves, sheep, and hogs were valued 
at $51,625 at shipping point (table 19), nearly double the cost of arrivals. 
The entire movement was from Cooperative Federee locals in Abitibi to the 
Canadian Livestock Cooperative in Montreal. These shipments of market animals 
took place in September, October and November only. Receipts on the basis 
of loaded in car at shipping point averaged about $29. per head for 778 cattle. 
$13 for 1,100 calves, $7 for 1,105 sheep, and $19 for 362 hogs. About 200 
of the hogs, almost 60 per cent, graded Al, Bl, and B2. 


Table 19.-Livestock Shipments from Abitibi Points to Montreal, 
July 1941 - June 1942. 
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The considerable volume of receipts of meats included a small volume 
from Montreal, some 180,000 pounds. The outward movement of 1 million pounds 
on the hoof was considerably larger. Farm-killed meat marketed locally was 
valued at three times the value of livestock shipments to Montreal, but the 
absence of a slaughterhouse in the area made it inevitable that livestock 
would not succeed altogether in finding its market locally. 


The census reported sales in the year 1940 of about $210 ,000 in 
Abitibi of these four types of animals, sold alive and slaughtered on farms 
for sale. The combined value of receipts of local meat and outward livestock 
shipments in the survey year was $200,000. The near agreement on the whole 
group was not borne out on each item, but farm sales were made in non-survey 
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centres from Abitibi (included here) and in survey centres from Temiscamingue 
(not incladed). Also, the periods were not the same. 


Local Farms and Their Marketst/ 


The survey made no direct examination of the farming situation 
except as revealed in the canvass of marketing experience of milk producer- 
distributors and vendors on town markets. 


The 1941 census reports 2,387 farms in Temiscamingue in 1941, an? 
increase of 1,032 since 1931. .#,In Abitibi there were 7,309 farms in 1941, an 
increase of 4,896 over 1931. Colonization was very active during the decade 
in Abitibi, the northern portion of the survey area, where potential arable 
land is greater in extent than in Temiscamingue, In the latter, more southerly, 
county , the settlement process was already relatively advanced in 1931. Total 
marketing from Abitibi farms was greater in volume than from those in Temis- 
camingue, but not in proportion to the respective number of farms. Per farm 
surpluses in Abitibi averaged less, because more than half the reported 
number of farms were recently established and very much in the initial colonist 
stage of small crop areas and smali numbers of livestock. 


The census tabulations of marketings do not necessarily tally closely 
with data obtained in the survey, where attention was centred on arrivals at 
the four towns and their environs. Furthermore, the census reports 1940 crop, 
and the survey that of 1941. 


Sales of dairy products aggregated nearly $800,000, at least two- 
thirds of all farm products sales. The largest item, 60. per cent of the 
value of the dairy group, was cream, of which sales were about 1,800 ,000 
pounds of butterfat, Sales of milk for fluid consumption were 8,000,000 
pounds, returning about 2.6 cents a pound. Other sales included dairy butter, 
100,000 pounds worth 23 cents a pound, and milk shipped to cheese and other 
factories 7,000,000 pounds at an average price of 1.2 cents. All these 
amounts exceeded figures compiled in the survey, and it is recognized that 
by no means all dairy produsts produced in the North are sold on the survey 
markets. 


Total egg sales were 414,000 dozen, for which 26 cents per dozen 
was received on the average, according to the census. Receipts at survey 
centres as recorded were about a fifth of this quantity. 


Some 71,400 bushels of grain were sold for a return of $50.000. 
About 60,000 bushels was oats, which brought 55 cents at the farm. The local 
grain of second importance was peas, for 5,437 bushels of which an average 
price of $2.54 was obtained. Quite evidently most of the grain sold from 
farms moved through channels and to markets not recorded in the survey. 


‘Sales of hay were about 25,000 tons valued at $223,000 or $8.85 
a ton, according to the census. The average price was higher in Abitibi than 
in Temiscamingue. Survey figures cover a tonnage about one quarter of 
a After 1941 census. 
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this, but sales direst to the woods may be rather typical of this traffic. 
Potato sales totalled, according to the census, 91,800 hundredweight for 
which 92 cents was obtained on the average. Again Abitibi prices were the 
higher, because farms there are closer on the average to mining town markets. 


Less than a quarter of total marketings went to the survey markets 
through regular sales channels. Sales direct to consumers at their homes 
were nowhere recorded in the survey. The purchases of larger retailers were 
tabulated, but not those of each neighbourhood store. A suggestion of the 

size of these two types of selling is suggested by the difference between 
census and survey figures. However, sales in non-survey centres are also 
included in the difference. " 


From the 69 farms in the two counties classified by the census as 
vegetable Pomee sae 00G pounds of vegetables were sold for $11,000. These 
figures compare with totals in the survey. From farms not having $50 sales 
of vegetables, a further $4,750 of sales were made, Sales of fruits, berries 
only, were small according to both the census and the survey. 


Summary 


The urban area studied in this survey included all the mining 
communities of northwestern Quebec and two of the main agricultural centres 
in the Clay Belt to the north, The period was the 12 months from July 1941 
to June 1942. 


The population of the towns in 1941 was 50,000, more than four- 
fifths being in mining centres. Wage-earners in the 35 mines numbered 
about 8,000, and they were paid annually nearly $15,000 ,000 in wages, 
about $1,900 each 


The area was well served by railways, of which Rouyn-Noranda 
was the focal point Construction took place in 1912-13,, 1925-27, and 1936. 
Freight was rapidly delivered from Winnipeg, Toronto, Montreal and other 
points. Through passenger trains operated from Quebec, Montreal, and Toronto. 
Busses operated between all points in the area and to Ottawa and Montreal. 


The settlement of the agricultural towns, LaSarre and Amos, commenced 
during the first great war Rouyn-Noranda was opened up as a copper-gold 
camp in 1924-25. Val ad Or and Malartic, gold camps, were settled in 1934-36. 
Receipts of agricultural products during the survey year were 49,000 
tons, costing $4,820,000. Twenty-three per cent of the tonnage and 16 per 
cent of the value was locally produced. The main items of local production 
were hay, milk, and potatoes, of relatively low value per unit of weight. 


The Prairie Provinces produced and shipped 44 per cent of the 
tonnage and 51 per cent of the walue of receipts at the survey markets This 
produce was carried in over 900 railway cars, being principally grains, meats, 
and horses 


Old Quebec shipped 11 per cent of the tonnage mostly hay, canned 
milk, butter and potatoes Ontario shipments were about 12 per cent of the 
tonnage, and of much greater value than those from Quebec. Main components 
1/ Annual sales of $50 or more (not including potatoes and turnips). 
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were canned milk, butter, ice cream, meats, fruits, and vegetables. 


Fruit and vegetable marketing was carried on by a number of whole- 
salers in Rouyn-Noranda and Val d'Or, who served all communities including 
those in the Clay Belt. Produce from central markets such as Toronto were 
carried mainly by rail freight, and also by express and truck transport: 

Short mileage, favourable rates, and low minimum car weights on the Temiskaming 
and Northern Ontario railway favoured Toronto and North Bay as supply points. 


There were over 3,000 tons of fruit receipts, costing $360,'705. 
Apples, citrus fruits, bananas, grapes, and peaches together constituted 
over 90 per cent of the weight and value of the group. Nearly half the 
value of fruit receipts was represented by US. shipments, and Ontario and 
British Columbia shipped most of the rest. 


Receipts of apples were 55,000 bushels, and the average cost was 
$2.02. Ontario supplied 53 per cent, British Columbia 35 per cent, Nova 
Scotia 8 per cent and United States 3 per cent. Over half the apples arrived 
in the three months September-November. About 60 per cent were of the better 
grades, and the favourite variety, 29 per cent of all receipts, was McIntosh. 


Other domestic type fruits, in order of value of total receipts, 
were grapes, peaches, strawberries, plums, pears, cherries, and other berries. 
However, the greater part of receipts of grapes and strawberries were from 
the United States. 


The only fruit of surplus production was blueberries, of which 
about 100,090 »ounds were shipped to southern points by express from 
stations in the survey towns. Pickers were paid 11 and 12 cents a pound 
on their deliveries of this wild fruit. 


Vegetables were received to the value of $366,705, the volume being 
some 4,827,000 pounds. Seven leading vegetables on the basis of value, 
together some 83 per cent of the total, were tomatoes, dry onions, lettuce, 
carrots, cabbage, celery, and cucumbers. Ontario and the United States » 
each shipped 38 per cent by value of vegetables receipts, but the weight 
of Ontario-produced receipts, 2,262,000 pounds, was double that of the Aner- 
ican vegetables. 


Potato receipts totalled 84,379 hundredweights, about 200 cars, 
and the average cost was $1.88 per hundredweight. The Maritime Provinces 
were the area of production of 48 per cent, local producers supplied 25 
per cent, and 20 per cent came from southern Quebec. 


The value of receipts of meats was $1,423,000, some 30 per cent 
of all receipts. Over 8 million pounds were received, 80 per cent of which 
was from the Prairie Provinces, and 11 per cent from local farms. Beef 
constituted 48 per cent of the volume and pork 37 per cent. National packing 
companies distributed most of the meat. 
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Eggs were also shipped predominantly from the Prairies, whence 
came 59 per cent of the 904 ,000 dozens of receipts. The average cost was 
34 cents a dozen. Southern Ontario shipped 32 per cent of the volume, and 
local production was 8 per cent. 


Dairy products were the second group of receipts measured by value, 
and were exceeded only by hay and grains on a.weight basis. Almost 6, OOO 
tons cost $1,297,000. Butter and fresh and evaporated milk accounted. for, 
_ 86 per cent of the value and 96 per cent of the weight of the dairy group. 
Local production supplied 80 per cent of fluid milk receipts, 77 per cent 
of the fluid cream, 38 per cent of the ice cream, and none of the processed 
milk. 


Local butter and cheese, important items of manufacture in the 
area, were sold locally to a very limited extent, mostly because of lack of 
suitable storage. 


Milk distribution of 7,208 quarts per day allowed about 2/5 pint 
per person. Another ra pint equivalent was added by use of processed milk. 
Pasteurized milk retailed for 14 and 15 cents a quart. Raw milk was less 
costly. .Three-quarters of milk sales were pasteurized. 


Cream sales averaged 182 quarts per day. Buttermilk (cultured 
milk) sales averaged 69 quarts per day. The corrssponding figure for 
chocolate milk was 214 quarts. The average retail prices per quart for 
these three products when pasteurized were rsapectively 70 cents, 15 cents, 
and 16 cents. Prices varied somewhat between the towns. 


Marketings of honey were 56. 163 pounds, and the average cost was 
a little more than 13 cents a pound. The main source of ‘supply (77 per cent) 
was southern Ontario. 


Some 260 cars of hay, about 10,409 tons, were received, mostly 
from Quebec province north and south. ‘The average cost was $23 per ton, 
but much of the supply went to colonists for $15 on a subsidized basis. It 
was an unfavourable year locally for hay. 


Ninety-three per cent of the grain receipts came from the Prairie 
Provinces, the total from the area being 15,445 tons, some 500 cars. Oats 
volume, 7,716 tons, was 45 per cent of the total; millfeeds, 3,490 tons, 

20 per cent; sundry mixed feeds, 2,360 tons, 13 per cent. Large flour and 
feed companies handled much of this traffic. Oats price averaged 63 cents 
a bushel, millfeeds $31.40 a ton, barley 88 cents a bushel. Farmers and 
pulpwood cutters were the main customers. 


Except for horses, which came mostly from the Prairies, livestock 
receipts came mainly from southern Quebec as settlers' effects, or breeding 
stock for colonists, the shipment of which was assisted by the provincial 
government. Nearly 2 ,00) lifferent animals cost $165,852. Eleven hundred 
horses cost an Seis of $122 each to account for 83 per cent of the cost 
of the farm animal group. 
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There was an outward movement of market livestock, for which local 
producers received $51 025. Some 3,300 head of cattle, calves, sheep, and 
hogs made up the traffic, which was booked through the Canadian Livestock 
Cooperative Limited, from northern locals of the Cooperative Federee de Que- 
bec. Three autumn months encompassed these shipments. 


The 1941 census summarize@ producers! reports of their total 
marketings, on a county basis. There were in 1940 some $800,000 of sales 
of dairy products in Abitibi and Temiscamingue. This included cream sales 
totalling 1,800,000 pounds of butterfat, 8 million pounds of milk for fluid 
sale, and / million pounds to dairy factories. 


Hay sales of 25,000 tons brought farmers $223,000. tggz sales 
were worth over $100,000. Potatoes, returning 92 cents per 100 pounds, were 
marketed to the extent of 4,590 tons. Vegetable sales were 453,000 pounds 
worth $11,000. 
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Table 79.-Meats: Receipts at Three Northwestern Quebec Markets, 
July 1941 - June 1942. 
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Origin YN. Quel ys. ue... 2 Re One, “So One. Prairies : |Total 
iB pound pound pound pound pound pound 
Product 
Beef 425,400 68 , 400 100 68,500 3,328,200 3,890,600 
Fancy Meat . 2 = 134 Gu sole 67,949 
Lamb 26,410 135 _ 4 622 93,686 129 ,033 
Pork 431,700 68 ,900 800 207500 *2 296, 300 - 3702p, 200 
Poultry 34,995 16067 363 78,985 311,340 427,050 
Rabbit 1, Of - - = e FO-@ 
Veal 61,560 31,697 a Lig Lf 3 390 , 334 500 , 764 
Meat 2,500 5,028 1,248 33, 444 372 4e ,592 
(Unidentified) 3 
Total 983,615 1795 (07 eM 6 430,358 65488,0477 8,084,238 
$ $ $ $ $ $ 
Beef 50 , O18 9,258 7 9 ,280 438,620 507,978 
Fancy Meat 2 - - 21 10,850 i) ofa. 
Lamb CL 871 ‘ ony MOSTLY 26 , 586 
Pork 81,616 14,625 1548 5A O23 512,749 661,767 
Poultry 9,358 390 76 26,253 84,381 120 5458 
Rabit 105 : - 2 - 105 
Veal 9,500 5,496 e 3,003 69,102 87,101 
Meat 475 954 236 | By dD3 coe 8,089 
(Unidentified ) 


re ce a a 


Total 156,908 31,594 4-73 98,490 1,135,490 1,422,955 
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Receipts at 3 Northwestern Quebec Markets, 
July 1941 - June 1942. 


Table 89.-Dairy Products: 


ee en 
a ee Tee _—————— 


. 3S. Que.: N. Ont. : S. Ont. :Prairies ‘Uo eeota L 


Origin >; N. Que 
Product pound pound pound pound pound pound pound 
Butter 532,400 101,400 37500 | 99) 800: 208,000 en 22,005,000 
Cheese 480 29,296 9,547 117,694 63 ley RIO «220,354 
Cream 170 ,062 - 43,169 7,060 - - 220 ,291 
Tce cream* 107,81 “Agee 16oe a0 - . - 281),605 
Tce cream-mix - - - 1,980 - - 1,980 
Milk - whole 2 600, fer - 1,373,477 - a ro= O34 LO 
evaporated - 4.69 , 200 - 1, eh, 500 - ay cong oe 
condensed - 2°70 - BOD - - It, be 
powdered (whole) - bees 010: - 9,704 - - 11,204 
powdered (cream) - 10 , 300 - 63,500 - - 73,800 


RN re rR et ge ae en 


Total 6,470,973 616,751 1,599,203 2,024,293 1,271,067 170 11,982,457 
par ee Mp thre ii a i 
$ $ $ $ $ $ $ 

Butter LT 26620: 37 ples B39 7 2218 bh (918 - 723,226 
Cheese Epo)" [fuse 1,908 32,858 15 ;216293 57, 340 
Cream 24,561 - 6,250 1,059 - - 31,670 
Ice cream 26,049 1,488 42,341 - - - 69 ,878 
Ice cream mix - ~ - 282 - - 282 
Milk - whole 185,841 - 38 , 347 - - - 22h ,188 
evaporated - 39, 346 - 135 Lle - - 174,518 
condensed - 50 - BRO US < = 3523 
powdered( (whole) - 460 - eS, - - 4 O10 
powdered (skim) - - Lp ey - ie (0 . - 9,043 

ee, geese BP arte SN ee 2 | a 

Total 409,189 86,909 G0. 185 V2H0 ,0687Er 470,134.98 F207 age 


ES 


*] gallon = 55 pounds. 
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Table 114.-Livestock: Receipts at 3 Northwestern Quebec Markets, 
July 1941 - June 1942. 


Origin N. Que. S. Que. : Ne One. St OraiG Prairies Total 
Commodity Thabas a NS a, NEM Cimber ae Number Number 
Calves - 237 £ af - 237 
Cattle 2 285 3 L 288 
Horses 7%, 149 133 pe” 818 Sees 
Pigs = 13 Z a e 13 
Sheep . 313 * - - or 
Total if. 997 136 20 818 MAS Te. 

Pound Pound Pound Pound Pound Pound 
Calves - 716 ¥110 é 3 a 76,1020 
Cattle - 333% AS 3,800 = - eile ks 
Horses 1,695 229 ,130 190,700 295150 1.,.125)5758! 11 576,433 
Pigs - 2,600 5 “ - 2,600 
Sheep ‘ 24,920 “ : = 24,920 
Total i 695 666,538 194,500 Oma 1 25, 7 See O17, O41 

$ $ $ a P $ 

Calves = 2,470 a 2 a 2,470 
Cattle & 23,148 375 “4 = - 23,553 
Horses 189 19 , 308 19,065 72500 OMT oon . 5136, 820 
Pigs 2 268 ‘ = e 268 
Sheep = ey fads - - - (a 


Total 189 47,965 19,440 25500 OD foo) telO5 O52 
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Table 55 - Average price for April should be 7.92 cents (not 8.92) 
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Total pounds for May should be 5,651 (not 5,628) 
Total pounds for June should be 5,416. (not 5,383) 
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